SIKANDAR HYAT KHAN
FIVE years ago, a strong tug of war was going
on in the Punjab. Sir Fazli Husein had resolved to
organise the Unionist Party to fight the legislative
elections. The scattered opposition groups were
filled with apprehension and the Hindu communal
groups not the least amongst them. For Sir Fazli
Hussain dominated Punjab politics with Ms
strong personality, autocratic methods, great
ability and powers of organisation. Success meant
the Prime Ministership of the Punjab. Even the
Governor of the province feared him.
Who would come forward to make the diver-
sion? All the moderates and officials turned to
Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan. He was then the Deputy
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India. He was
all that Sir Fazli was not. He was not so aggres-
sively associated with Muslim communalist claims
and so was more acceptable to Hindus and Sikh
leaders; possessing no towering intellect, there
was no fear of his dominating the political field.
Easy going, good natured, pleasant in conversation,
his aristocratic ways made for popularity. There
was no sting and bite about him. Besides the
Governor and the high officials had a definite
preference for him. Sikandar Hyat was no Fazli
Husain. With him as Premier, the old tradition
would not be too rudely disturbed.